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Ii8 Biblical Notes. [Feb., 

the Scriptures when the occasion demands it in their public reading, one ought 
to be equal to the requisite preparation. But while a man may sometimes 
need to prepare for this service with a view to a particular occasion, probably 
those who excel in this office speak ordinarily from a general preparation, the 
result of their life work and study. Of helps in this direction the experience 
of one minister leads him to value the Roman Catholic Quesnel's Notes on the 
Gospels as adapted to a minister's spiritual needs : — Spurgeon for riches of 
Christian doctrine and experience, and Matthew Henry for apt and pithy 
expressions, arresting the attention, and abiding in the memory. 
Boston, Mass. 
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Jesus in the Temple: Luke 2:46. Dr. Wace in his "Central Points of 
our Lord's Ministry " has an illuminating hint founded on the above passage. 
He asks, Why did Jesus regard it as a matter of course that he was to be 
found in the Temple ? Not surely, not principally for the purpose of worship 
or personal communion with His Father. It was the opportunity to learn of 
the "doctors," the learned members of the Sanhedrim, that drew him there. 
He felt it to be essential that He should acquire the most thorough understand- 
ing of the sacred learning of His nation — of the Law and of the Prophets. 
His Father's business was to be learnt in the Temple ; and in the Temple, not 
simply as a place of worship, but as a place in which all the legal, historical, 
and prophetical significance of the Scriptures of the Old Testament, of the 
history of His nation and of its sacred ceremonies, was best understood and 
taught. 

The Miracles and the Teaching of Jesus. In a very striking way he also 
expounds the teaching of the " Sermon on the Mount," particularly that of the 
" Beatitudes." He connects it immediately with the scene that preceded it as 
suggested in Mt. 4 : 24, 25. By the marvelous manifestations of grace and 
power in the miracles of healing He had stirred them all into expectation. 
Then He spoke. " Blessed" was His first word, but in the following words he 
declares at the same time that the blessings of His Kingdom are only to be 
obtained through endurance of the very sorrows and sufferings from which the 
multitudes had good reason to hope, from the preceding miraculous works, 
that they were to be delivered. Dr. Wace adds that it was the strange para- 
dox of our Lord's teaching which led in great measure to His ultimate 
rejection. "The mystery of His ministry, and its great stumbling-block, con- 
sisted in this combination of unbounded power to relieve the miseries of 
mankind with the refusal to exercise it as a matter of course, and with the 
continued requirement that they should endure the circumstances of their lot." 



